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OBSERVATIONS ON THE NATURE 
AND EFFEOTS OF PRAYER, 


GILEs B. Avery. 


) Dr. Biarr remarked, ‘‘ Prayer has 
its effect wholly, or principally on our- 
elves; because God is unchangeable, 
‘gud, therefore, unmoved by our impor- 
‘ fanities, and unaffected by our joys, sor- 
‘tows, wants or woes; for with Him is 


‘neither variableness, nor shadow of turn- 
ing.” 

| Jesus,—the Christian Preceptor and 
Guide, said, ‘‘ If ye, being evil, know 
how to give good gifts unto your chil- 
@ren, how much more shall your Father 
who is in heaven know how to give 
good gifts to those who ask him.” Matt. 
Wii., 11. 

> The fact is, the only hinge upon which 
the justice of God hangs, is a continual 
Sdaptation of God’s purposes to meet 
the doings and conditions of his creat- 
lire, man. And to apply the principle 
of unchangeableness of God, which sim- 
ply has reference to the immobility of 
his laws, to the idea that He is upaffect- 
@d, and unmoved, by the doings of his 
@eatures, consequently does not meet 
their acts according to his law of justice 
d mercy, and strengthen and fortify 
2m in worthy, good pursuits, while he 
discards and frowns upon the opposite, 


i 





is to make justice and mercy terms of no 
meaning, or, rather, to drive them into 
chaos and oblivion, and set up the Su- 
preme God on a throne of unchangeable 
dispensations, showering down upon 
earth from time to time alternate por- 
tions of blessings or cursings, let his 
creatures do as they may; for, it cannot 
be denied that both of these are the dis- 
pensations of his hand; although some 
sophists contend, that, since God is love, 
it is not consonant with his attributes to 
dispense sufferings. 

But, let the objector remember that 
God’s attribute of love does not obliterate 
his attributes of justice, righteousness, 
mercy and truth. ‘Shall not the Judge 
of all the earth doright?” Gen. xviii., 
25. God is not solely one of these 
attributes without the others! And, 
since there are opposing powers, it is 
not possible for God to love that which 
is good, without hating that which is 
evil; for, the very effort of loving and 
blessing certain deeds and principles that 
are good, is, of itself, hating and curs- 
ing that which is evil. What could 
be a stronger demonstration of opposi- 
tion, aversion, or hatred to wicked deeds 
and baleful principles than this? 

On the principle of unchangeable dis- 
pensations; or, changeable alternately 
and uniformly, without regard to merits 
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or demerits of humanity, it might so 
chance that a generation living under a 
dispensation of God’s fixed blessings 
might thus be blest who were quite un- 
worthy, while a worthy generation, liv- 
ing perchance in a period of his dis- 
pleasure, would receive cursing and _bit- 
terness of soul! Where then would be 
manifest justice, righteousness, and good- 
ness? Would it be just that a meritorious 
people should be ravaged by the scourge 
of God’s displeasure, and driven out of 
hope? Could zeal for good works sur- 
vive under an expectancy of such a 
scourge? Could love and gratitude to 
God be tendered by a soul while smart- 
ing under the lacerating strokes of un- 
justly dispensed sovereign will ? 

Nay, Caviler! When Omnipotence 
frowns on virtue, she sinks to rise no 
more! And when He smiles on vice, 
justice will wrest from Him the scepter, 
and rule the world himself! Aye, more, 
were it possible for God indifferently to 
sit, while virtue and vice contend, his 
silence would be a sanction to them both, 
and, thus divided against himself, He 
soon should no more be! 

The subject is beyond reasonable pre- 
varication that power, wisdom, good- 
ness, justice, love, righteousness and 
mercy, are attributes of Deity. But, 
all these are unmeaning terms, if God 
is unmoved by the doings of his creat- 
ures, and unchangeable, in the sense of 
not conforming his dispensations of love, 
mercy, righteousness, &c.—to meet the 
meritorious doings of his creatures ! 

The position that, ‘* With God there 
is neither variableness nor shadow of 
turning” is strictly true, but, it is ap- 
plicable only to his identity of attributes ; 
not to the application of his powers in 
righteousness to meet the doings of his 








creatures ; for, as said Paul, ‘‘Tke pow- 
ers that be are ordained of God, and the 
invisible things of Him from the crea- 
tion are manifest in the things that are, 
even his eternal power and Godhead.” 
Rom. xiii. This refers only to the 
‘thigher powers.” Hence, how is it pos- 
sible for the wonderous works of his 
hands to be affected by powers and prin- 
ciples in contact, and all nature—the 
work of his hand, animate and inani- 
mate to be affected by the action of sur- 
rounding conditions and principles in ep- 
eration, when in connection and none of 
this element to exist in their Maker? 
Without influence, communication is 
bankrupt, heaven-void, and friends un- 
known! Thus would Cowper sing in 


vain that, 
“ A true friend must echo sigh for sigh, and groan for 


groan, 
And wet his cheeks with sorrows not his own.” 


If this influence extant in all nature, 
is not from Deity, it surely must be from 
Satanity, for it exists, and if thus, 
‘‘Friendship’s cordial were a boon of 
hell.” 

No longer say that God is the soul of 
heaven, and unmoved by the doings of 
his creatures! Christ, the Son of God, 
when born of the spirit, as a primary 
lesson, taught to feel for others’ woes; 
and he declared that he was in the Fa- 
ther, and the Father in him. If God 
were unmoved by the doings of his creat- 
ures, upcn what principle is their suffer- 
ings consequent upon the violation of law 
dispensed to his creatures? Is it con- 
sistent for Him to pull down that which 
He has built up; to erect a temple for 
the purpose of demolition, thus to teach 
man his Omnipotence? If this bespeaks 
Omnipotence, man shares his dignity! 

Upon what principle are rewards and 
punishments admissible? Upon what 
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principle was language confused at the 
building of Babel? Upon what principle 
did Christ teach remission of sins? Up- 
on what principle did Christ teach faith 
in prayer? And that prayer would be 
granted because of importunities ? 


Say, is it goodness,— 
And, did God make a pure desire, 
Fer to exist in quenchless fire? 
Say, should his justice never fill, 
A cup formed empty by his will? 
Has He set limits unto space, 
Beyond the circles of his grace, 
And yet designed the same to fill, 
When inconsistent with his will? 
Shall jzstice sheathe his judgment’s sword, 
When creatures mock and scorn his word, 
Or did He bid mankind profane 
His Holy Reverential name? 
Shall He in justice’s chariot ride, 
And, unaffected, see the tide 
Of man’s ambition ebb and flow 
And bless alike for weal or woe? 
Is He unmoved when sordid Just 
Would sheathe his scepter in the dust, 
And bigots fain would rear a throne 
More that they honor than his own? 
Did He create desire and hope 
To tantalize till they elope? 
Orhas He granted to their will 
To measure future good or ill? 
He’s interfered, indeed with man, 
And often contravened man’s plan, 
For this God’s goodness did foresee 
To be his justice’s stern decree! 
But, say, did not the piteous moan, 
When Abram sacrificed his son 
Call forth an angel to his aid 
Before his knife the child had slayed? 
Was God unmoved though Adam fell, 
Refused obedience,—Rebelled? 
If so, was yet his promise true 
Of Savior and Redeemer too? 
When wicked Cain his brother slew, 
Did God, supine the action view? 
If so, how did the curse on Cain, 
Derive its power to float amain? 
When wickedness the earth did fill, 
And rebels spurned God’s holy will, 


And blot the record from time’s page? 

If thus, whence did the flood descend 

To deluge earth from end to end? 

And why was heaven so cruel too, 

As to destroy the rebel crew? 

Who taught old Noah an ark to build, 

Directed how it should be filled 

Commanded him repentance preach, 

And perfect generation teach? 

If God, unmoved by man’s vile plan, 

Still blessed and prospered him as man, 

In running counter to his (God’s) will 

Man’s lust to pamper and fulfill, 

Say, if God never frowns with horror, 

Who punished Sodom and Gomorrah? 

Or, being good, if God frown on us, 

Who gave a Covenant, with promise 

To good old Abraham—faithful sire, 

Who proved his faith to feed the fire? 

For Moses why the bush to burn 

If God moved not to man’s concern? 

Or, how did he, by God’s direction 

Inflict the plagues for man’s correction? 

If God, unmoved could see old Pharaoh’s rage 

And, grieved old Israel cared not to assuage, 

Pray, tell us how her murmur did Him shock, 

To pour forth water from the barren rock? 

Or, why, when gratitude for manna fails, 

God filled the mouths of Israel with quails? 

If God’s ne’er moved by e’en a nation’s plea, 

Say, who for Israel sundered the Red Sea? 

And if God moves not when man’s soul is tried 

Why were the broken tables fresh supplied? 

When Moses, in distress for Israel’s sin, 

Brake the two first, why give to him again? 

Why call him to the mount, and there renew 

The Covenant for the idolizing Jew? 

And, if with God, man’s deeds have no avail, 

Who slew the fourteen thousand men when 
Korah fell? 

And why was Moses, and his brother Aaron, 

Withheld from entering the land of Canaan? 

Say, why, if God ne’er frowned at their dis- 
trust 

Why this debar from lovely Canaan, just? 

Why, for idolatry, and whoredom too 

Destroy two dozen thousand of the Jews? 

And thus debar them from the land of Canaan, 

Because seduced by the advice of Balaam? 

If God move not when troubles scathe the 

soul, 





Did God, unmoved, behold their rage, 


Who caused the waters of the Jordan roll? 


5 
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And, when all Israel stood upon her banks, 
Divided Jordan for her dry shod ranks? 
And piled the waters, as a heap of rubble 
To let his Israel pass them free from trouble? 
If God’s ne’er moved when man, in weakness 
calls, 
Who leveled Jericho’s substantial walls? 
When priests, with trumpets rent the mellow 
air 
What was there in the trumpets but a prayer? 
And, if Jehovah was not moved with this 
What threw the giant walls into abyss? 
The sound of trumpet though it split the quill 
Could never move a wall without God’s will! 
How could Elijah unto heaven ride 
In fiery chariot without God for guide? 
And would his angel guide a wicked man 
Whose life was mockery to his holy plan? 
Were not the prayers Elijah poured to heaven 
Together with obedience by him given, 
The motive powers that rolled the chariot 
wheels, 
Urged forward by the Lord, who prayer feels? 
If God’s ne’er moved whene’er his children 
pray, 
But, tyrant like, from prayer doth turn away, 
Who slew the Baal prophets, all by fire 
To prove Jehovah true, and Baal liar? 
When good Elijah prayed, who rain distilled 
Upon the thirsty land, a bounty willed? 
If God ne’er moves, when man prays in his 
might 
Who bade his angel, punish in a night 
The eighty-five and hundred thousand men 
By death, for trespass upon Judah then 
An answer to the prayer by Hezekiah 
United with his brother, good Isaiah 
Did God move not, for mortals here below, 
In case of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego? 
Who, then protection in the furnace gave? 
Who rolled away the flaming fiery wave? 
Who saved them scatheless in a sea of fire 
In answer to their godly live’s desire? 
Who, when the church of Christ’s disciples 
prayed 
The cloven tongues of nations then displayed? 
Thus, when they keenly felt the Savior’s loss, 
Bestowed on them the heavenly pentecost. 
When John and Peter, to the house of prayer 
In Christ’s own name and spirit did appear, 
Who healed the lame man, sitting at the gate 


When the Apostles were in prison laid, 

Who led them forth—the soldier’s trust be- 
trayed? 

When Peter, bound with chains in prison lay, 
’*T ween soldiers, watching lest he steal away, 
Why, while the soldiers slept, the chains did 
loose 

And led him forth for heaven’s special use? 
These gifts were answers to the saints, who 
prayed 

’Twas God’s right hand of power these works 
displayed 

And thousand thousands yet the song may sing 
To praying saints, God will an answer bring. 
Mt. Lebanon, N. Y. 
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“THINK ON THESE THINGS.” 


M. Jd. ANDERSON. 





All our dignity lies in our thoughts.— 
PASCAL. 

Whatsoever things are true, whatsoever 
things are honest, whatsoever things are 
just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever 
things are of good report; if there be any 
virtue, and if there be any praise, think on 
these things. Phil. w., 8. 

Wortny subjects for contemplation; 
themes to uplift the mind and feelings 
from the miasmic lowlands of sensuality, 
up to the sunlit slopes of our higher 
nature and being. 

The fair sweet lily and the noxious 
weed may grow side by side, each 
drawing sustenance from the same soil, 
one absorbing the nectar, the other the 
poison of life elemeuts. So it is with 
individuals; under the same _ circum- 
stances and advantages, they will, each 
according to their inherent nature and 
tendencies, either absorb the spirit that 
unfolds the good and beautiful, or oth- 
erwise imbibe and assimilate all that 
tends to develop the coarser part of 
their natures. 

We must strive to curb and rein our 





And raised to a walking man’s estate? 


thoughts as the master does his steed, 
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teaching them to go in the direction’ we 
will. 

If, according to the apostle’s injunc- 
tion, we dwell on whatsoever things are 
true, we shall preclude from our meutal 
vision, that vast array of superficial 
and unreal imagery which the world 
places before the mind, impressing it 
with false ideas and chimerical fancies, 
that have no foundation in truth. If 
we think only upon the true, the curtain 
of life’s drama will rise revealing scenes 
of naturalness and beauty, unfolding to 
our senses the grandeur and glory of a 
life whose centre is God, and whose 
outgrowth is beneficence and love. 

‘‘Whatsoever things are honest.” 
Ah, if we think honestly we shall sure- 
ly act nobly towards all mankind. They 
who work by hypocrisy and deceit, will 
be crushed ,in the ruins of their own 
building. Oh, let thy whole life reveal 
sincerity of motive, for he who strives 
with honesty of purpose, wields a power 
more potent for good than earth’s 
mightiest chieftain. 

‘“‘Whatsoever things are just.” 
“Deal justly, aud love mercy,” giving 
toall their exact dues. If our minds 
are exercised in this direction, equity 
will govern all our dealings with others ; 
we shall ever keep before us the divine 
ideal of righteousness, dispensing good 
to all mankind, without favor or par- 
tiality. 

‘““Whatsoever things are pure.” Up- 
o this basis rests the whole structure 
of good thoughts. For this cause came 
the flood. ‘*Their thoughts were evil 
from their youth upwards,” and their 
whole lives were corrupt through sin. 

How can we form a desirable charac- 
ter blameless before God and men, un- 


foul germs of impure thoughts spring 
up to blight every good thing; to de- 
spoil and mar the fair image of God. 

Let us look well to our thoughts, and 
above all things be chaste in our imag- 
inations, then will our whole being be 
illumed with the light and truth of God, 
for where sin reigus He cannot dwell. 

** Whatsoever things are lovely.” If 
we think with admiration upon those 
qualities and graces which adorn the 
spirit and make it. angelic, we shall 
strive earnestly to incorporate them in 
our lives, then we shall indeed be lovely 
and loveable. 

‘*Things that are of good report” 
concerning our brother or our sister, let 
us delight to contemplate, nor listen to 
the voice of slander which ever seeks 
some trifling flaw or blemish, to mar or 
defame the reputation of those who are 
striving to live uprightly. ‘‘If there 
be any virtue, and if there be any praise, 
think on these things.” Look ever for 
the good, and blame only where duty 
and necessity require it, and then let 
our reproof be given in the right spir- 
it and manner. 

If we realize that ‘‘ Our happiness 
depends upon the quality of our 
thoughts,” we shall guard the secret 
springs of action with care and concern, 
remembering that out of them are the 
issues of life. 

Mt. Lebanon, N. Y. 
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HEAVENLY LIGHT. 
MARTHA M. Buren. 


THE shafts of the morning—bright sunbeams of day— 
Too soon from the sky fade like visions away, 

And fair sunset glories melt in the twilight 

While softly drops o’er us the curtains of night. 


The star-lighted heaven’s expanse we behold 





legs its foundation is in purity. The 


Like a vast scene in grandeur and beauty unrolled, 
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Thus are we surrounded by day and by night 
With blessings unfolding, to gladden our sight. 


And while thus enveloped in sunshine and shade, 
With glory reflecting from hill-top and glade, 

We'll look to the fountain whence light has its birth, 
And gather the rays that illume the new ea th. 


Our souls shall rejoice in a heavenly light, 
And stand in its brightness redeemed from all blight, 
No longer enshrouded by darkness within, 
We'll rest in the joy of a life free from sin. 
Mt. Lebanon, N. Y. 
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OVER AND OVER AGAIN. 


AGNES E. Newron. 


Over and over again 

The self-same lessons are taught; 
Over and over again 

Until in the mind inwrought. 

CREATION, in its every phase, is one 
grand repetition of the Divine plan. 
Well might the wise preacher declare,— 
‘*The thing that hath been, it is that 
which shall be done and there is no new 
thing under the sun.” 

‘¢ Practice makes perfect,” is a tru- 
ism that cannot be disputed, and it is 
the over and over again, so to speak, 
that reveals the hidden treasures of 
knowledge, new to the discoverer, but 
as old, in reality, as the Eternal law, 
by which they were fashioned. 

The world’s benefactors, in all ages, 
have been found amorg those, who 
have worked at their task ‘*with a reso- 
lute will, Over and over again.” We 
find this theory aptly illustrated and sus- 
tained by the story of a certain King’s 
observance of the persistent spider.— 
The persevering efforts of the great 
Naturalist in boyhood wisely directed 
by an excellent teacher, in dissecting 
and studying the first specimen of Nat- 
ural History examined by him.—The 
success of the famous tragedian and el- 
ocutionist, in being able to render, with 
such marvelous effect, the Lord’s prayer 





after thirty years of devoted study.— 
The brilliant achievements of the Swed- 
ish Nightingale in the realm of seng 
after repeated disappointments and de- 
feats in early life; and surpassing all 
these, and other examples equally wor- 
thy, the untiring devotion of the disci- 
ples of truth, who amid the most cruel 
forms of persecution have investigated 
the labyrinths of social, moral and re- 
ligious science ; revealing truths which 
have rent the vail of superstitious dark- 
ness ; guiding humanity from error into 
the perfect light of God. 

Then welcome the labor, as well as 
the results of the tireless unceasing 
‘*Over and over again ;” ever bearing 
in mind that we are following in the 
footsteps of the Master who never wea- 
ried in performing the mission of his 
Heavenly Father ; which was so imper- 
fectly understood and appreciated even 
by his immediate followers. 

The cup of cold water given in the 
name of a disciple, the unselfish act, 
kindly word and earnest prayer, repeat- 
ed ‘‘over and over again,”. will insure 
ultimate success and an eutrance to the 
pearly gates where will await the bless- 
ing of Him who uttered the golden text, 
** Be ye therefore perfect eve: as your 
father which is in heaven is perfect.” 

Canterbury, N. ‘H. 


+ 
> 


WHERE IS THE CROSS OR SELF-DENIAL! 





Mary WHITCHER. 


Ir works of al] around me 
Were perfect, good and right, 
And I were treated kindly 
Without a scowl or slight,— 
If food and drink and clothing 
Were ample and to spare, 
Why should I not be loving 
Having no cross to bear? 
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But is our goodness tested 

In such an easy way, 

Or do we need the trial 

That’s common day by day? 
The fitfulness of children, 

The vanities of youth, 

The tempest of a manhood 
That’s battling for the truth? 
Ah more, the chayge of fortune, 
The highest hope cut down, 
The poor and faulty equal 

Or greater in renown. 

All trials ours, borne patient, 
And Christian love bestowed 
On ail who're traveling with us 
And have with us one God. 


Canterbury, N. H, 


BEFLEOTIONS AND MEDITATIONS. 


Cuancy Drssue. 





We often hear from good Brethren 
and Sisters, repining words and senti- 
ments of regret, on account of the few 
faithful souls who compose our number. 
Temporal business is suspended, and 
places of care vacated, for want of 
mumbers to bear burdens ; and even spir- 
itual and Divine worship, sometimes 
goes lame, dry, insipid, barren of inspi- 
tation, and flat, because of the few who 
are able to meet and take active part in 
the worshipful exercises. 

But, is this state of feeling proper 
and wise? Is it not greatly erroneous 
relative to the real work which we are 
in? "Tis true, however, that Christ, 
when on earth, seemed to lament over 
the same afflicting view, particularly 
when he said, ‘‘The harvest indeed is 
great, but the laborers are few.” Also 
when he mourned over Jerusalem, say- 
ing ‘*Oh Jerusalem, how oft would I 
have gathered thee” &c. But what do 
We perceive in his motives, save a spirit 
of sympathy and yearning for the souls 





of his mistaken and self-righteous kin- 
dred—the Jews? 

If he was possessed of any other mo- 
tive, surely he never manifested it, or 
seemed to feel any uncommon de- 
sire to increase the number of his fol- 
lowers. He knew that the light, power 
and testimony of salvation was embod- 
ied in himself, and his few disciples ; 
and that this light must inevitably, illu- 
mine all honest, candid souls, in the 
progress of its increase, from time to 
time, as s>uls obey the measure of truth, 
an2 walk in the light to them revealed. 

Apparently, his disciples had better 
success in obtaining proselytes, but, they 
soon found that the purity, virtue, and 
godly examples of a few, was of more 
consequence and advantage to the Chris- 
tian cause, than great numbers, with 
very limited obedience to its precepts. 
God designs to have a pure people on 
the earth, patterns of righteousness ; 
and, through the instrumentality of 
such, to enlighten the world of mankind 
relative to the true Order of Christ. 

But the salvation of the human race 
in great numbers, appears yet to be far 
distant, yet as certain as day follows 
night. God will accomplish that in his 
own time. Yet this must greatly depend 
upon Zion’s travel, and the purity of 
souls therein. ° 

Through the telescope of prophecy, 
and spiritual discernment, we can plain- 
ly perceive the light of Zion spreading, 
not only in spiritual views and doctrines, 
but in real gospel principles, which con- 
stitute the foundation of Christ’s true 
kingdom. These are being perceived 
and believed by thousands of candid, 
sincere souls. This, I think, will not 
be disputed by any true Believer who 
has watched the moving of the spirit 
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upon the ocean of society’s troubled 
waters. ‘ 

In every nation, he that feareth God 
and worketh righteousness is accepted 
of Him, not only as his peculiar people, 
to whom He has, for a peculiar purpose, 
made manifest a glorious light, by which 
they know and understand the whole 
mystery, root and foundation of sin, and 
the requirements of a full cross agaiust, 
it; but such are dwellers about Jerusa- 
lem, who hold a kind of spiritual union 
through the connection or instrumentali- 
ty of invisible spirits from whom they 
derive a measure of light and comfort, 
in living up to the dictates of their best 
faith ; they pray with their faces towards 
Zion, and their course is thitherward. 

Now the temporal glory and beauty 
of Zion however important it may be; 
her natural improvements, and outward 
order ; her spiritual worship, her divine 


gifts and sacred melody, all sink into 
insignificance in the scale of importance 
when compared with that pure love and 
charity for Jost souls which the true gos- 
pel children, who have suffered in trib- 
ulation for their own purification, are 


alone able to feel. ‘This disinterested 
and yearning spirit for the salvation and 
happiness of all souls, our Savior and 
blessed Mother possessed, in a superla- 
tive degree. All our first spiritual par- 
ents, according to their measure of bap- 
tismal anointing into this parental spirit, 
also consecrated their lives, through 
sufferings, for the birth of precious svuls 
into the kingdom of God. 

Our Savior vehemently reproached 
the Pharisees of his day, on account of 
‘ their bigoted zeal relative to outward 
sanctity, and the over zealous observ- 
ance of traditions, rites and ceremonies, 
even those given by Moses, while at the 





same time they passed over justice, 
mercy, truth, and the love of God, and 
bound others with heavy burdens which 
they would not even so much as touch 
with their fingers. And St. James de- 
clares, ‘* Pure religion and undefiled be- 
fore God the Father” to consist in sym- 
pathizing relief to the fatherless and 
widows, who were in poverty and afilic. 
tion, and to ‘*keep unspotted from the 
world.” Jas. i., 27. Also Ezekiel, 
34th. chap. ‘* Woe to the shepherds of 
Israel that do feed themselves; Should 
not the shepherd feed the flock: Ye 
eat the fat, and ye clothe ye with the 
wool, but ye feed not the flock! The 
diseased have ye not strengthened, and 
neither have ye healed that which was 
sick.” 

Therefore, must we not conclude that 
the real and true work of God is not s0 
much in outward form, grace or beauty, 
not in mere words or sounds, but in 
charity, mercy, love and forbearance 
towards lost and repenting souls. Broth- 
erly and sisterly love, gospel friendship, 
a meek and humble deportment before 
all men ; a harmless, loving spirit and 
a godly example, are virtues of most 
value, and of greatest consequence, as 
evidences of the genuineness of the 
Christian profession, and from these 
qualifications, weak and huugering souls 
may reap durable strength, courage and 
sustenance. 

It is written that God’s people should 
be ‘*a peculiar people,” and, it would 
almost seem that each individual child 
of God, or, in other words, such as are 
truly called to Zion in this day, are very 
peculiarly endowed, if not in their nat- 
ural creation and organization, at least, 
they (each one) appear to have been 
rather peculiarly prepared, through some 
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ordeal or process of light and convic- 
tion, at, or previous to entering the gos- 
pel field. or door of confession and re- 
pentance. Now this peculiarity or ec- 
centricity, whatever it may be called, 
may in some cases perhaps, be necessa- 
ry qualifications to fitthem for the sta- 
tion they were designed to fill; for such 
persons are frequently found to possess 
some rare, remarkable, and choice virt- 
ues, which perhaps, we freely ascribe to 
them, yet they are sometimes so curious, 
so strange, so peculiarly gifted with some 
peculiar impression spiritually, and op- 
erations so zealous in some particular 
respects that to some they appear abnor- 
mal, and a pharisaical spirit would feel 
like shutting them out of union and fel- 
lowship. 

But such an unbrotherly, unchristian- 
like, uncharitable spirit and feeling is a 
stumbling-block to inexperienced souls, 
and debars from that enjoyment of sweet 
social communion which is of greatest 
importance, aud productive of greatest 
evidences of our discipleship; for, ‘by 
this shall all men know that ye are my 
disciples if ye have love one to another.” 
“Charity suffereth long and is kind, 
seeketh not its own, is not easily pro- 
voked, thinketh no evil; rejoiceth in 
the truth.” &¢c.—1 Cor. xiii. 

May God be merciful to his Zion, and 
% prepare her inmates, that when hon- 
est, seeking souls come to her courts un- 
der true conviction, they may find her 
sons and daughters clothed with this 
gospel spirit of our Heavenly Parentage 
that they may behold no stumbling- 
blocks. 

And whatever may be the outward 
adorning and temporal prosperities of 
Lion, above all let the spirit of our Sav- 
ior and blessed Mother Wisdom gov- 





ern the movements of all of Zion’s 
children and a lamblike, meek and lov- 
ing spirit be visible in all their inter- 
course and dealings with each other, 
both in private and public. ‘-Comfort, 
comfort ye my people.” ‘Lovest thou 
me? Feed my lambs.” 
Warervliet, N. Y¥. 





—>- 
STRUGGLE UPWARD. 


May Myer. 


BETTER to struggle and toil up hill, 
Though heart grows faint, and fingers bleed, 
Than rushing go--like the mountain rill— 
Downward, with eager, headlong speed. 


Stem the swift tide; never idly drift; 
In life’s great conflict strive to win; 
Cling to the oar, in the rapids swift, 
And fight your way from their roaring din. 


Pull with a will, strength conquers all: 
Keep up the stream, beware the sands! 

Row for your life—out from the fall— 
Keep to the right with steady hands. 


Who can say that you shall not win? 
Watch the beam of the guiding star; 
Steer from the quicksand shoals of sin— 
There, just there, is the harbor bar. 

—The Alpha. 








Eocrenpomerce, 





Witton Junction, Iowa, 
Mar. 24, 1888. 

Dear Frrenps:—Will you be so 
kind as to answer a few questions I 
wish to ask you? 

I saw a little pamphlet giving some 
history of the Shakers. It says that 
the Shakers believe that the second com- 
ing of Christ was made manifest in the 
person of Ann Lee, their founder, more 
than a hundred years ago, when she 
came from England and settled near Al- 
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bany, New York. Have you a book 
that describes the life of Ann Lee? 
Please let me know the price of it. 
Have you. a book describing all about 
your religion, your belief and church 
doctrine! Let me know the price of 
’ your catechisms &c. 

Do your people diet any or are you 
particular what you eat and drink? Do 
you take medicines when sick; or are 
you like our Water-cure people, that do 
not believe in taking medicines when 
sick? Some water-cure people believe 
we should not use the flesh of animals: 
they think we ought to live on bread, 
milk, cream, butter, eggs, fruits and 
vegetables. 

You have probably heard of Emanu- 
el Swedenborg; he started the denom- 
ination of Christians called Swedenbor- 
gians. Swedenborg was a vegetarian ; 
so says White’s Life of Swedenborg ; 
neither was he ever married. I think 
he was a great and wonderful man. 
You can get * Life of Swedenborg’ for 
25 cts; send 25 cts. to J. B. Lippin- 
cott & Co., book publishers, Phil., and 
they will send. you the book free of 
postage. 

Did Ann Lee recommend your people 
what to eat and drink, or did she tell 
what was best for mankind to eat and 
drink in this world? Did she receive 
her religious doctrine from the Lord, or 
from angels? 

Please give shart answers to my ques- 
tions, or part of them, as you think 
Please write soon. 

Yours truly, 

Jas. R. KEEFOVER. 


proper. 


+. 
> 





What sad regrets and keen remorse the 
wake of pleasure follow. M. J. A. 


Speak well of all, and ill to none. 





Mr. Lespanon, N. Y., Mar. 31, 1888 
JAMES R. KEEFOVER, RESPECTED 
Frrienp :—Your letter of 24th. inst. is 
received and read. I will send ‘* Anu 
Lee”—a book—and if you will remit 
$1.00 I will send ** Tests of Divive In- 
spiration,” in addition to some other 
matter for the $1.00. 

About physiology and hygiene, and 
many Other things—Mother Ann Lee 
and her little company of eight, who 
came from England with her, did not 
touch or teach it. Chastity—celibacy— 
for the married and unmarried, she en- 
joined, taught, and practiced. Com- 
munity of goods was also put into prac- 
tical operation, and has been successfully 
carried out by seventeen societies—sixty 
families or communities. Peace princi- 
ples, putting an end to wars and fight- 
ings, private and national, are incorpo- 
rated into their everyday life by all 
Shakers, collectively and individually. 
Labor—industry, and economy, are 
equal upon all members, including all the 
officers of the institution. There is no 
exception. Land, labor, food, lodging; 
care of each other in health and in sick- 
ness, are equally enjoyed. 

These elements and principles consti- 
tute the foundations of the first of seven 
cycles, through which the Gospel will 
pass, before full redemption from the 
number of the beast—666—is attained. 
There are so many forms of evil hu- 
manity are now suffering under. Would 
it have been wise to attack them all at 
once? ‘*No man can see God and 
live.” A full view of ourselves, as 
God sees us, would annihilate us. The 
children of Israel could not bear the 
sight of Moses, after he had been with 
the God of Israel for forty days.. The 
voice of that God so frightened them, 
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that they fled away in great haste. And 
if they could not stand before Moses 
and the God of the Jews, how could 
they stand before the Father and Moth- 
er of all souls in all worlds? 

We are just now laying the founda- 
tions of the Second Cycle of our Order. 
The trumpet—testimovy—sounds longer 
and louder, warning the people to pull 
up the stakes and pitch their tents, to be 
ready to move from the old camping- 
ground to a new and more appropriate 
location—spiritually. The new founda- 
tion stone: will be laid upon those al- 
ready laid in the first cycle.” 

1. There will be a limitation of the 
land to the needs of the people. In 
other words, the people will own and 
hold no more land than they can culti- 
vate without hiring outside worldlings. 
2. They will cease the use of all ani- 
mal food, gained by killing. ‘*Thou 
shalt not kill” isa command. 38. In- 
toxicating drinks, with tobacco, opium, 
narcotics, will be entirely dispensed 
with. 4. All poisonous medicines and 
drugs will be let alone. Food will be 
the medicine used, iu all cases of physi- 
cal derangement. 5. Proper diet, with 
pure air, day and night, good drainage 
to the dwelling-house, that should be so 
constructed as to breathe naturally, like 
agreat mammoth. Bed-rooms, where 
thorough cleansing of bed and bedding 
can be effected each day. And pure 
water, free from foreign matter. These 
will be amongst the good things of the 
coming cycle. And the gift of healing 
for all such as will go and sin no more, 
will be ever present in any time of 
trouble. 

About the book, I shall probably ob- 
tain it; but do not expect that its theory 
equals our practice. 








I have no reason to believe that there 
is so perfect a state of sanitation any- 
where in America as exists at the North 
Family in Mt. Lebanon, Col. Co., N. Y. 

Respecting Swedenborg, we can prob- 
ably give you valuable information at 
a proper time; but enough for the 
present. Solomon says, ‘‘ If thou hast 
found honey, eat that which is sufficient 
Why shouldst thou destroy 

Respectfully, 
F. W. Evans. 


for thee. 


thyself?” 


+ 
> 





[Tue following interesting, social and 
theological letter, is from the pen of our be- 
loved brother, Elder William Leonard, of 
blessed memory, and will no doubt give 
pleasure to many of our readers. Ed.] 

Sout Groton, Mass. 

Dear Br. James G. Russert ;—I 
have not forgotten our agreement to ex- 
change a few lines, and by no means 
have I forgotten my correspondent; so 
far from that, I think that there has not 
been a week pass since I was at your 
place, that I have not been favored with 
a tender recollection of yourself, the 
young Brethren and Sisters, and your 
more matured Brethren and Sisters. 
When this vision of the past flits across 
my recollection, I never fail to desire 
your prosperity. I discerned among 
the young, powers, which when devel- 
oped and more perfected by experience, 
will enable them to do much good to 
themselves and others; and I. have 
prayed that their growth might be 
steady and their prosperity certain. 

The Bible record of the past you say 
is not as reliable to you as nature’s uni- 
versal law. This is not to be wondered 
at, and I know not why it should be 
censured. If you were able to confide 
more in the whole chain of history. of 
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God’s past dealings with his covenant 
people, perhaps you could draw support 
to a greater degree from past inspira- 
tion, as well as from the laws of the 
universe; thus the difference would be 
in your favor. 

Your faith in the promises and proph- 
ecies given in scripture is creditable to 
your candor and good understanding ; 
as some say, *‘to your head and your 
heart ;” this reliance will be a strength 
to you in coming years. 

I do not marvel that you suppose the 
sacred record lays a foundatiou for di- 
vergent theories; the land, if religion 
divides much more, will be filled with 
theoretic creeds. There are millions 
who pour out gold like water to build 
up these broken fragments. Where 
light has not scattered its rays to teach 
men the whys and wherefores of seem- 
ing conflicting statements in the script- 
ures, these clashing creeds will exist to 
darken the spiritual horizon. As the 
Bible is in great measure a compilation 
of revelations given through different 
mediums, why should we be surprised 
to learn that there are discrepancies. 
If it has been so with us why not so with 
other chosen witnesses. 

If well understood I think that there 
is nothing in the 8th. chapter of Heb. 
that has any bearing at all to conflict 
with the doctrine of mediatorship, but 
exactly the reverse. 

The first patriarchal covenant being 
broken in the starting family relation or 
kindreds of the earth, when the second 
was given to Moses to cross the race 
into nationality, it necessarily had to be 
defective in the extreme, to meet the 
depraved animal condition. of man. 
This being so, Paul speaks of a more 
perfect, first Christian covenant given 





under Jesus, and predicts finally the 
more perfect, second covenant to be 
given in thelast days. In this last 
period he promises ‘* Unto all who look 
for him he will appear the second time 
without sin unto salvation.” All these 
epochs show clearly the leading media- 
tors with whom these covenants were 
made; but the subject opens so wide a 
field for investigation, that it would be 
difficult to condense it in the ‘contracted 
space of one, two or three letters. 
You ask, ‘‘ Is tribulation a necessary 
part of the Christian scheme?” My 
answer is, I think not. If you should 
ask me if it is a result of man’s loss 
and the gospel travel, I should return a 
different answer. In nature entirely 
out of God’s order, there is not a ‘‘ thus 
saith the Lord,” that impels or restrains 
him in generation ; and he desires none. 
All his antecedents were sinful, which 
leaves him iu impenetrable darkness re- 
specting God’s generative law; conse- 
quently man’s nature is perverse. When 
called into the gospel, then the business 
before him is to travel out of a nature 
**that never was subject to the law of 
God neither indeed can be.” 
friend, if any one can take such a uat- 
ure and destroy it without suffering, it 
must be acknowledged that he has made 
a greater discovery than to have brought 
The candidate 
for salvation must bear the common 
cross laid upon all the housghold of 
faith and if any can do this without 
frequent mental anguish and sorrow I 
do not think that God or any good spirit 
would object to it. It seems that Jesus 
found no way to gain redemption on 
this system of self-denial made easy. 
Paul speaking of the spiritual travel 
of Jesus said, ‘* He offered up prayers 


Now, my 
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which he suffered.” Heb. v., 7, 8. 






































ia- It appears that we all have to tread 
re the same wine-press. Still with you I 
ea do not think that God created in man 
be the necessity to hear and to suffer. 
ted Man was created upright in nature and 
had he so remained till as John saw ‘‘a 

ary door was open in heaven” for him to 
My pass through and travel from that state 
uld into the gospel state, I think we would 
loss have heard but little about his great 
na sufferings. He certainly would have 
rely been a different being, consequently 
hoe would have had a different travel. 

1ins I have passed hastily over these pleas- 
yne, ant and well meant queries to secure 
nich time, and space to notice one point in 
re- your letter at some length. You say, 
nse- “Tam no candidate for theological dis- 
hen tinction, no teacher, but simply a plain 
ness farmer with a desire for spiritual knowl- 
ture edge.” I doubt not you are well aware 
y of that the labors of the husbandman or 
, my any other hand labor practiced under | 
nat- our order can be worked up into one of 
g, it the most important theological principles’ 
nade @ ever incorporated with the Christian | 
ught § life. It is generally thought that Moth- | 
‘date er Ann was the originator of hand la- | 
‘mon bor for Christians, I think differently and | 
d of raising such an inquiry we will en- 
thout [ deavor to get up a plain, common’ sense 
ow I conversation. 
spirit HAND LABOR CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY. 
Jesus 
n oD It is our privilege not only to inquire 
7, but to understand how every principle 
ravel (88 introduced that we are called to 
ayers [§lMetice. It has been said by our deep- 


aud supplications with strong crying and 
tears unto him that was able to save 
him from death, and was heard in that 
he feared. Though he were a Son yet 
learned he obedience by the things 












est thinkers and best theologists that 
Mother Ann introduced no principle 
that Jesus did not introduce before her. 
Evidently Jesus planted the germs or 
see every principle on which the 
New Creation is to be built and stand. 
Therefore it was his work to plant them 
on earth and it was left to Mother to 
bring them to perfection. Among the 
most important of these confessedly 
stands hand labor. Our inquiry will 
be, Did not Jesus and the Apostles in- 
troduce hand labor as a Christian prin- 
ciple into the primitive Church by prac- 
tice and injunction. 


THE PARENTS OF JESUS WERE POOR 
WORKING PEOPLE. 


They had their life experiences evi- 
dently among the lowly; they dwelt in 
Nazareth the most inferior district in 
Jewry. However upright, they exert- 
ed no great influence in society; for 
|when on a religious pilgrimage, they 
were compelled to find lodgings in a 
manger where the Redeemer was born 
aud where the shepherds were sent to 
bow in simple worship to Jesus. 
Joseph being a working man knew well 
the privations of the needy. When 
Jesus was eutering public life as an in- 





spired teacher, a simple incident presents 
to us the occupation of his father. 
With power aud authority beyond the 
Scribes he came ovt and declared his 
mission aud immediately the inquiry 
went round, ‘* Is not this the carpeuter’s 
Son.” Matt. xiii., 55. 


JESUS LEARNS A TRADE. 


Dr. A. Clark says, ‘* Among the an- 
cient Jews every father was bound to 
do four things for his son. 1st. To circum- 
cisé him. 2nd. To redeem him. 8rd. 
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To teach him the law. 4th. To learn 
him a trade.” This last was founded 
on the following just maxim. ‘‘He 
who teaches not his son to do some 
work, is as if he taught him robbery.” 
Then, this requirement was squared 
alike upon the rich and poor by the law 
of God. Joseph evidently taught Jesus 
the same. occupation at which he toiled 
for his daily bread. - After he had ended 
the affair at the temple with the Lawyers 
and Docturs and had been admonished 
for marking out his own courze he pas- 
sively returned from Jerusalem with his 
parents and came to Nazareth and was 
subject to them. Luke ii., 51. Then 
between the ages of twelve and thirty 
years Jesus perfected himself as a trades- 
man, in the Village where he was 
brought up, Luke iy., 16, for when he 
began his mission many were astonished 
at his wisdom or knowledge and said, 
**Is not this the carpenter, the son of 
Mary.” Mark vi., 3. And they were 
offended at him. They considered him 
of too low origin for a divine teacher, 
too unlearned a laboring man, hence they 
looked down upon him and set him at 
naught. 

How little thought Jesus and others 
when he was toiling through long hours 
in youthful life that the very hand labor 
he was performing he would eventually 
be called upon to establish asa cardinal 
principle in the Church to aid in the sal- 
vation of the human family. Yet such 
has been the fact in the first and second 
advent and will be till the last offer of 
redemption is made. 


THE HABITATION OF JESUS. 


John the Baptist met Jesus as a stran- 
ger (for he said, ‘‘I knew him not,”) 
and in the act of baptizing him John re- 





ceived the sigu from the heavens which 
taught that he was the Christ. The day 
after his baptism, John stood in com- 
pany with two of the disciples and di- 
recting their attention to Jesus, said, 
‘¢Behold the Lamb of God,” and the two 
disciples followed Jesus. Jesus turned 
and said to them; ‘*What seek ye?” 
They say unto him, ‘*Master where 
dwellest thou?” He evidently had a 
home, an abiding place of his own, a 
then present residence. He saith unto 
them, ‘*Come and see.” They came 
and saw where he dwelt, and abode with 
him that day, for it was the tenth hour. 
John i., 37, 39. 

Jesus could entertain his friends the 
disciples whom he invited to his resi- 
dence; therehe welcomed Nicodemus, 
who came to him by night, and no doubt 
others. He could provide for thema 
day, and if so he could have kept them 
longer. He could say as said Peter, 
‘‘silver and gold have I none.” Then 
he must have supplied his humble resi- 
dence by his own industry. From this 
item of history we may more than infer 
that the disciples first saw and began to 
study the equalizing principle at the 
humble home of Jesus. They saw it 
was founded on industry, prudence and 
Christ like liberality. John seems to re- 
fer to this early state of things when he 
says, ‘*That which was from the begin- 
ning, which we have heard and_ looked 
upon ; for the life was manifested and 
we have seen it.” 1 Johni., 1, 2. Here 
seems to have been the starting ground of 
Christian community, the gathering at 
pentecost, the Church at Jerusalem and 
among the Gentiles was an outgrowth 
from this. 

Mother Ann was prepared by prophe- 
cy, and suitable provision was made for 
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the coming of the Believers. This was 
one of her strong arguments to prove 
her mission. With the facts before us 
we may conclude with safety that Jesus 
did as much to prove his mission. At 


the habitation of Mother Ann, the Be- 
lievers first studied Christian community 
and a universal brotherhood, while the 
present expanded state of our order, 


shows a far riper growth. Thus though 
agesroll between, with changes, over- 
turns and the downfall of empires how 
beautifully succeeding degrees of in- 
spiration bring out the same truths and 
their results corrected and improved by 
the Almighty Authors. 
THE APOSTLES WHEN 


CALLED WERE 


WORK: NG MEN. 


Allthe disciples, or learners, were 
working men withont doubt by design, 
instead of accident. We have uo 
knowledge that any were agriculturists, 
but they were made up of fishermen, 
tax gatherers and perhaps other labor- 
ing men. As they were to practice 
hand labor as leaders in the Church, it 
was evidently desirable that all should 
have this qualification to start with. For 
we cau show positively that this impor- 
tant requisition was laid upon all who 
were called Apostles, after they com- 
menced their Christian ministry, not ex- 
cepting Paul who was brought up at the 
feet of Gamaliel. 

(To be continued. ) 


OHARITY. 


Ameuia J. CaLver. 





“Charity shall cover a multitude of sins.” 
1 Peter, iv., 8. 

“Go,” said a master-builder to two 
artists in his employ, ‘‘prepare those two 





blocks of variegated marble for my tem- 
ple. They are to occupy important 
places: make them beautiful.” 

Each alike anxious to obey orders ear- 
nestly bent his energies to the work be- 
fore him. The one on the right whose 
work faced the south, and the sun. saw 
beauty in the various colors of the mar- 
ble, and after vvercoming the uneven- 
ness of the surface, brought out its rich 
beauty by polishing. The bright warm 
sun shone down upon his labor; he saw 
the work of his hands and was satisfied. 

The other whose work faced the north, 
consequently in shade, saw only blemish- 
es in the variegated spots, and with 
gouger sought to remove the imperfec- 
tions; but every effort proved of no 
avail, for the rougher the surface the 
more ugly the dark lines, and at last find- 
ing his marble nearly perforated, in his 
attempt to find the terminations of the 
colored veins, he gave up in despair. 

Mt. Lebanon, N. Y. 
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MY HOPES. 


MavupE WENTWORTH. 


I nave hopes of a happier future, 
Hopes for a brighter day ; 

When the sunshine will once more gather 
Around my lonely way. 

I have hopes for the land of Canaan, 
Hoves for that beautiful shore ; 

Where with all my sorrows ended, 

I shall rest forevermore. 

I have hopes of a sure redemption, 

In the mystical by and by; 

I shall soar to beautiful mansions 

In the kingdom of God on high. 

I know that the great hereafter, 

Will be everlasting day ; [garden 
And the flowers that bloom in God’s 
Fairer than those of May. 
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SILENCE is better than contention. 
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DISCIPLINE THE THOUGHTS. 

THOSE who are interested in the pro- 
motion of peace and happiness amoung 
their fellow men, will willingly exercise 
a little care for the benefit of their own 
cultivation and as anxiously assist, so 
far as they are able, in establishing a 
love for the the truth and no less an in- 
terest for a thorough discipline over the 
thoughts. 

Idle and impure words are the legiti- 
mate offspring of a class of thoughts of 
corresponding character. The Psalmist 
was, without doubt, dwelling with solic- 
itude upon this subject when he penned 
that worthy, godly admonition. ‘‘Keep 
thy tongue from evil and thy lips from 
speaking guile.” So essential is this in 
the preserving of peace among mankind, 
that to be doubly sure of success in self- 
government, we make this petition, 
‘*Set a watch, O Lord, before my 
mouth: keep thou the door of my lips.” 

Certainly, the sons of God should 





have a pure language, as this would go 
far to establish the truthfulness of their 
heavenly origin. Indeed, we may sup- 
pose this was the case, as a deviation so 
marked as to have every imagination 
evil, met with a severe rebuke in the 
early history of the race. ‘*And God 
saw that the wickedness of man was 
great in the earth, and that every imag- 
ination of the heart was evil continu- 
ally.” 

Such a state of the mind was a great 
departure from God’s law, and culmi- 
nated as we might have supposed it 
would, in the ruin of nearly all of the 
human family. 

A discipline of the thoughts has been 
a subject which many of the inspiration- 
al writers of the Bible have kept, in all 
clearness, before the people. ‘‘ Let the 
unrighteous man forsake his [unright- 
eous | thoughts, and let him return unto 
the Lord.” He had gone from God. 
In all probability he had made friends 
of the wicked, and his thoughts were 
like the company he kept. 

The advice of the prophet, ‘‘ Forsake 
your wicked ways, change your thoughts 
and return to the Lord,” was the only 
sure road to success. To justify the in- 
dulgence in thinking, having for a plea 
that a person cannot control the thoughts 
may have some force in a crude, vulgar 
mind, as the habit of drinking, gives a 
plea to the man that keeps company 
with social tipplers and is a constant 
visitor to the sample room. 

If Jesus was correct, and we think 
he was, he knew quite well what he 
was anxious to cultivate among those 
who came to hearhim. He said, ‘‘ The 
good man out of the good treasure of 
his heart, bringeth forth good things.” 
It is quite evident that such a man must 
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“delight in the law of the Lord,” and 
take pleasure in having a strict disci- 
pline over the mind. 

Books or conversation suggestive of 
evil or impure thoughts may so far cor- 
rupt the mind, as to change the whole 
course of a persou’s life, and like the 
fires of the hidden voleano, break out at 
atime and place when least exp-cted. 
The indifference assumed by some per- 
sons in the remark,—*‘It does me no 
harm,” may not terminate even so well 
as'it did with honest old Tray, that was 
found in bad company. There is great 
danger in becoming familiar with any 
form of ‘wrong doing. It may not seem 
particularly unpleasant at first, and may 
possibly elicit the approbative smile, but 
so certain as the influence has a tenden- 
ey toward error, it will by farther de- 
velopment lead to ruin. The vivid il- 
lustration of this subject by the poet, is 
the very embodiment of truth. 

“Vice is a monster of so 

frightful mien, 

As, to be hated, needs only 
to be seen ; 

Yet seen too oft, familiar 
with her face, 

We first endure, then pity, 
then embrace.” 

St. Paul in his advice to the church 
of Corinth, recommended the Brethren 
“to bring into captivity every thought 
to the obedience of Christ.” Could he 
have spoken more directly to the point? 
His knowledge of the treatment of the 
Roman captives, gave great power tu his 
form of speech. He had, in all proba- 
bility, witnessed the triumphal proces- 
sions where captive kings and queens, 
loaded with chains or with halters around 
their necks, were marched abjectly 
behind the car of the victorious mon- 
arch. These were brought into captiv- 





ity. and so thoroughly subdued that they 
had not the least power to act. The 
apostle would have the thoughts as thor- 
oughly under the control cf the mind as 
these captives were under the conqueror. 
It was a forcible representation of the 
power of the victor and of the hopeless 
state of the captive. Corinthian sol- 
diers of the cross of Christ who were 
engaged in the spiritual warfare, might 
with honor treat their evil thoughts as 
the victors treated their captives. 

St. Paul says, secure every thought 
and allow those only to go from you that 
are in obedience to the spirit of Christ. 
If the teachers of two thousand years 
ago were so earnest in their endeavor to 
establish a careful regard for the 
thoughts, lest they corrupt the mind, we 
certainly should be stimulated to a much 
greater faithfulness in this respect. 

It is with pleasure that we notice the 
agitation of this subject, and the forma- 
tion of a society,that can glory in this 
beautiful, evangelical motto,—‘‘ Keep 
thyself pure.” Gathering under the 
protection of the ‘* White Cross” ‘they 
can pledge, ia all fidelity, with a prom- 
ising hope of victory. 

They agree to abstain, carefully and 
persistently, from all rude or impure 
language and from all coarse and vulgar 
jests. They not ouly promise to make 
this a special work for themselves. but 
also to assist all others in accomplishing 
the same. ‘That an abundance of good 
fruit may be gathered by this society of 
benevolent, moral workers, will be the 
fervent prayer of every Christian mind. 


—. 
> 





Reverence is the golden clasp that holds 


M. J. A. 


He who obeys light obeys reason, and hath 
no cause to stumble. M. W. 


secure the treasures of the soul. 
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TO KEEP FROM BEING SICK. 


Pror. A. B. Severance, the distinguished 
musician and dancing master, is a well pre- 
served man of 64 years. He has a bright 
eye, elastic step, handsome face, long, flow- 
ing white beard, and hair of the same color 
that falls in heavy locks upon his shoulders. 
He is a man who will attract attention in any 
crowd. Heisa fine conversationalist, and 
has some queer notions, but he can’t be called 
a crank for he never obtrudes his opinions 
upon others unless he is asked to give his 
ideas about various social matters. A re- 
porter of the Review, desiring to learn how 
he kept so healthy and well preserved, inter- 
viewed the gentleman on the subject. 

**So you want to know how I live?” said 
the professor in answer to a question. Well, 
we never eat meat of any kind, no fine wheat 
bread, no pickles or spices of any kind, no 
pie, cake or pastry, of any description, and 
we never drink tea, coffee, liquor or even 
water at meal time. What do we live on? 
Well, we eat two meals ‘a day—one at 12 
o’clock aoon and the other at 6 o’clock in the 
evening and we never eat a particle between 
meals. We partake of Graham flour bread, 
baked in various ways, oatmeal, cracked 
wheat, rice, potatoes and al) kinds of vege- 
tables, cooked in a great many different ways, 
and we never fail to have fruit of some kind 
on the table. Weare vegetarians and you 
can readily see that the plan agrees with us 
for we are never sick. I have lived that way 
for twenty five years, and I have never been 
sick a day in all that time. I have never 
been forced to break an engagement on ac- 
count of any physical ailment. I can walk a 
long distance without getting tired and I am 
in good trim throughout. Iam a living ex- 
ample of the vegetarian theory. I do not 
use tobacco in any form and am strictly tem- 
perate in everything, but still I don’t believe 
in prohibition, because I believe that every 
person should be allowed to do as he pleases 
in the matter of eating and drinking.”—Prof. 
A. B. Severance in Hall’s Journal of Health. 





THE LORD’S PRAYER. 


May all, his Father in heaven, sacred thy 
name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy laws the 
earth set on same asx heaven. Day by day 
food give us. Rub out our works bad same 
as we forget those who do unto us bad. Lead 
us not in roads bad; keep us in roads good, 
for Thine the Kingdom, Thine the power, 
Thine the glory, forever. Done. 


[S. F. Hadley who has given some 
forty-two years of his life as a mission- 
ary among the Indians, has perfected 4 
system of gesture language, azd invent- 
ed diagrams which the Indians can read, 
as we read pictures of objects. Ed.] 





THE SURRENDER. 


ANNIE ARMSTRONG. 


I wap long of sin been weary, 
And my heart was very sore, 
When I stood one early morning 

Outside a chapel door. 


And the chant came floating outward, 
‘Leave all and follow me.” 

And I thought if I should enter 
Perhaps I should be free. 


So I knelt low at the Altar, 
And laid my treasure there; 
One by one, with sadness, slowly, 
For some were very fair. 


But one was so very precious 
That I kept it, I was-weak. 

And I thought, sure all the others 
Will give the peace I seek. 


I rose and left the Altar, 
Hoping I should be blest, 

But my heart was just as heavy 
And my soul received no rest. 


Then I built a grand cathedral, 
And gave alms far and wide, 
But my wishes were not granted, 
Nor my bright hopes verified. 


And none of my mighty efforts, 
None of my patient thought 
Gave to my spirit comfort, 
Or brought the boon I sought. 
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And I journeyed the wide world o’er 
In search of the missing peace, 
Toiling from morn till ev’ning, 
And finding no release. 


Till I came again one morning 
To that little wayside place 

Where I had left my treasures, 
Hoping to meet his grace. 

And I heard again the music 
Of the chant, ‘‘ Leave all for me,” 

And I cried, ‘‘ I will, my Master, 
If thou wilt make me free!” 

Once more I kneeled at the Altar, 
And bowing low my head, 

I dropped my cherished treasure ; 
Then all my sadness fled, 

And suddenly all around me 
With radiant glory beamed, 

And my heart so filled with rapture 
And wonder, that it seemed 

That the very gates of heaven 
Were ope’d unto my soul, 

And the peace that passeth knowledge, 
Came down and made me whole. 


War. 











RESISTANCE OR NON-RESISTANCE. 


In an extract from Prof. E. D. Cope, pub- 
lished in Unity, some time ago, I find these 


words: “‘If resistance to evil were more 
general, the world would be better.” I say 
unto you, ‘‘ Resist not evil,” are the words 
of Jesus. Now do Jesus and Professor Cope 
teach antagonistic doctrines? If so, I must 
accept the teachings of Jesus rather than of 
Professor Cope. Did not the Shakers resist 
evil in the most effectual manner, and in the 
spirit of the precepts of Jesus, when in their 
early history, they faced their persecutors, 
not with swords and clubs in their hands, but 
with stern and stinging rebuke, telling their 
persecutors that they were contending against 
the spirit of truth, against the teachings of 
Jesus, against their own sense of right, when 
they scourged, imprisoned, fined and tortured 
them for no crime of theirs, for no harm they 
had done, or wished to do, but because they 





worshiped God according to the dictates of 
their own conscience, and taught the mem- 
bers of their community to obey to the letter 
the precepts of Christ? It seems that this 
kind of resistance towards their enemies and 
persecutors proved effectual in quelling their 
hate and enmity, and soon made them their 
defenders and friends. We wish that Pro- 
fessor Cope would explain the exact methods 
we are to adopt in resisting evil. Are we to 
resist evil by doing evil? Is the old Mosaic 
code, ‘‘an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth,” 
to be practiced now that Jesus has given us a 
different and, as we think, a better rule to go 
by?—J. 8. B. in Unity. 


y~ 
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THE most widely known author in the 
Russian Empire, Count Tolstoi, has resigned 
from the military service, and, retiring to his 
estates some miles from Moscow, is engaged 
in the peaceful pursuits of agricultural life 
and in writing essays and books, which he 
believes will benefit the people far more 
than the pursuits which formerly so engaged 
his attention What brought about this re- 
markable change? Simply the study of 
Christ’s Sermon on the Mount, with the re- 
sultant conviction that all wars were forbid- 
den by the Prince of Peace. Great need 
there is that the rulers, legislators, and peo- 
ple generally of professedly Ch:istian States 
should heedfully consider that explicit decla- 
ration of our Lord: ‘‘My kingdom is not of 
this world; if My kingdom were of this 
world, then would My servants fight.” 

JostaH W. LEEDs. 

Phil., U. S., in London Herald of Peace. 


~~ 
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[Contributed by Wm. L. Lincoln.] 
THE TESTS WHICH GOD PUTS. 





Tue cross which God puts upon his chil- 
dren is always their human nature. The 
tests which God puts to his children are al- 
ways whether they will yield to their human 
nature, or forsake it and lay hold of the Di- 
vine. This does not mean self-inflicted pun- 
ishments or crosses but God-appointed trials. 
There is no merit before God in self-inflicted 
trials, discipline, or punishment. God only 
knows how your human nature is to be 
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changed,.and He only knows what trial or 
test or cross will be most effective to do it 
with. When the offering is laid on the altar 
of sacrifice it remains there perfectly pas- 
sive; the fire must be put to it by another’s 
hand and it must be crucified from without. 
Every child of God will be tested, and the 
eye of God will watch to see if it yields, sim- 
ple and willing to have its human nature 
burned away, or whether it will yield to its 
human nature and thus sacrifice the Spirit of 
God.— Words of Faith. 
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SECRET . THOUGHTS. 





Evia WHEELER WiLcox. 


I HOLD it true that thoughts are things 
Endowed with being, breath and wings, 
And that we send them forth to fill 
The world with good results or ill. 


That which we call our secret thought 
Speeds to the earth’s remotest spot, 

And leaves its blessing or its woes 

Like tracks behind it, as it goes. 

It is God’s law. Remember it 

In your still chamber as you sit 

With thoughts you would not dare have known 
And yet make comrades when alone. 


These thoughts have life, and they will fly 
And leave their impress by and by 

Like some March breeze whose poison breath 
Breathes into homes its fevered death. 


And often you have quite forgot 

Or all. outgrown some vanished thought; 
Into some mind, to make its home 

A dove, or raven, it will come. 


Then let your secret thoughts be fair— 
They have a vital part, ad share 

In shaping worlds and moulding fate ; 
God’s system is so intricate.— 7ruth. 


+ 
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[Contributed by Elder C. Dibble.] 
MARCH OF LIBERTY. 





Tue cause of human redemption has its 
pioneers in every generation from Israel 
down. Succeeding ages, liberty had its ad- 
vocates. That nation which advanced ac- 
cording to light, prospered and escaped the 
curses due to tyranny. 





In Russia, in England and in our own 
boasted land of liberty there is a call for re. 
form. 

Monopoly threatens to control Government 
and all busine:s enterprise. Seats of Goyv- 
ernment are becoming thesters. of amuse- 
ment and dissipation, where aristocracy is 
encouraged and license is granted which 
makes widows and orphans, and fills prisons 
and almshouses. The toiling millions are 
asserting their right to live and breathe, 
think and speak, and possess an honest com- 
pensation. Men are advocating the right of 
the poor to a portion of the soil upon which 
they were born. 

The struggle of the masses is for existence 
and subsistence. It is no more nor less than 
the spirit of Moses praying the modern Pha- 
roahs, to let the oppressed go free, to inherit 
God’s blessings. Will they find relief, or 
shall the result of tyranny follow? We hear 
from every pulpit that if Christian love pre- 
vailed it would bring the Millennium; but 
how is brotherly love practical, without 
equality? Is aristocracy on one hand, and 
destitution and servitude on the other, con- 
genial to brotherhood? Does the possession 
of millions give a Christian, license to lord it 
over his fellows? Slaverysaid so. The mil- 
lionaires say so. Humanity, says so. Chris- 
tianity says, Nay; God is just to his children. 
The rich man and Lazarus will have their 
deserts. 

“Oh men of wealth and station, 
Heed how you use your power, 
For clouds hang o’er our nation, 
That foretell a sifting hour. 
There are little children pleading, 
For the precious bread of life, 
And souls the wine-press treading 
In agonies of strife. 
There are weary wives and mothers 
Whom the world might cheer and bless. 
There are lone despairing brothers, 
Whom your luxuries oppress.”— Selected. 
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To violate Thy laws 
In vain we cry to Thee,— 
Effect will follow cause, 
Whatever it may be,—M. W. 


Ir a friend tells you of a fault, believe it, 
and a little more; if an enemy, still believe 
it and a little less. A. J. Calver. 
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NOT WORTH MINDING. 


THERE are persons who deem it best to 
treat the questions of doubters and the argu- 
ments of unbelievers with silent contempt. 
They say that they are not worth minding. 
Soafarmer might say that foxes and mice 
were not worth minding; but what if he finds 
his poultry and grain disappearing through 
the agency of these despised marauders? 
What if he finds that he must make war up- 
onthem, or abandon his produce and his 
property to their ravages? 

Anything which leads men astray from God 
and into darkness and sin, is worthy the at- 
tention of Christians, and if we were disposed 
tobe astonished at anything in these days, 
we should look with amuzement on the in- 
action of professed followers of Christ, 
while infidelity sweeps in around them like a 
flood. 

For one or two persons to attempt to stem 
this torrent, seems like undertaking an im- 
possibility. Individuals can only hope to do 
their own personal work. This work we 
propose by the grace of God to accomplish, 
whatever may be the neglect and indifference 
of others. And while many who bear the 
name of Christ are building their dividing 
walls and separating and scattering the flock 
of God, thus laying stumbling blocks in the 
way of sinners, regardless of the dying peti- 
tion of Him who prayed that they all might 
be one, that the world might know that He 
was sent of God; we hope to do our little to 
oppose these evil tendencies, by convincing 
gain-sayers, and seeking toturn the wicked 
from the error of their ways. 

Of course a few single-handed workers 
without wealth or influential connections 
can hope to do but little; but if those who 
have means and opportunities neglect the 
work, those who see the need must do what 
they can to meet it, and ask the Lord to 
taise up others who can do still more. 
Pray ye the Lord of the harvest to send forth 
laborers into his harvest, and to make his 
people willing helpers in this great and im- 
portant work.—In Armory. 
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Many assertions do not make one trath.— 
R. Pelham. 





AVOID DANGER. 


A THOUGHTFUL man, once speaking to an 
old tutor of ours of an impure poem, written 
by one of England’s geniuses, said: ‘I 
would freely give $500 today if I could erase 
from my mind the recollection of that poem ” 
A young man was one day riding in a steam- 
er down one of the world’s broad rivers, 
when he fell into a conversation with a pilot. 
‘*How long,” he asked, *‘have you been a pi- 
lot on these waters?” 'The old man replied, 
“Twenty-five years; and J came up and 
down many times before I became a pilot.’ 
‘*Then,” the young man said, ‘‘I think you 
should know every rock and every sand-bank 
in the river.” The old man smiled at his 
friend’s simplicity, and replied, ‘Oh, no! I 
don’t; but I know where the deep water is.” 
It is not necessary for young men to have in- 
timate and experimental knowledge of every 
sand-bank of moral danger, and every rock 
where character and hope may be shattered. 
It is enough to know where the deep waters 
are, the waters of purity, health, noble-mind- 
edness, and righteousness; and with the Pi- 
lot of Galilee on board, the vessel will be 
kept in the deep waters.—Christian Stand- 
ard, and Home Journal. 





Juvenile, 








ENFIELD, Conn., 1888. 
Dear CuILpREN:—‘‘ Take care of your 
thoughts and your actions will take care of 
themselves.” What you love you think 
about: what you love, you strive to obtain. 
Good thoughts are like good air, invigorat- 
ing and strengthening. ‘‘ Pure thouglits pro- 
duce their image on the soul, and a heauti- 
ful image it is.” Pure thoughts are good 
company. Have as many of them as_possi- 
ble. The best guard against impurity of ac- 
tion is purity of thought. Every pure thought 
is valuable. 
‘* When a thought comes to your brain, 
That would place on life a stain, 
Banish it from heart and mind, 
For a purer thought to find.” 


Keep your spirits’ constantly guarded with 
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virtuous thoughts and no evil can enter there. 
‘*To near your God be pure in heart.” 

Cultivate virtuous thoughts and you will 
gain untold happiness—riches without meas- 
ure. Fit yourselves for that home where 
you wish to go. Keep your thoughts pure 
and you'will make rrogress toward a healthy 
body and soul. Thoughts produce actions, 
actions strengthen habits, habits form char- 
acters. The more you strive for purity, the 
better. If you have virtuous, loving thoughts 
they will write themselves in your faces and 
manners. and they may be encouraging to 
those who read them. Your lives will be 
spotless if your thoughts are pure. 

Watch well what seed you sow, for from 
the seed comes the crop. Like will produce 
like. Watch against temptations, evil influ- 
ences, all the wiles of the adversary. Other- 
wise there is no safety. Sow well, reap well. 
If the sowing be sinful, the harvest will be 
painful. If you sow thoughts that are im- 
pure, your harvest will be grief and sorrow. 
If you sow the precious seed of loving, virtu- 
ous thoughts, thoughts that will bear the 
fruit of truth and purity, you are sowing that 
which will yield rich returns. When you 
have for your companionship virtuous 
thoughts, you have an element of constant 
joy, and of constantly increasing joy. As 
you have sown, so shall youreap. The sow- 
ing has been in your hearts and lives, the 
reaping is there also. The precious fruits of 
the spirit are yours. If I have said that 
which will awaken in your hearts purer 
thoughts and higher aspirations, then am I 
blest and happy. Your Brother, 

Dantev Orcorr. 
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A CHILD’S EXPLANATION OF A TEXT. 





Curist said, ‘‘If any man abide not in me, 
he is cast forth as a branch and is withered 
and men gather them and cast them into the 
fire and they are burned.” In the spring the 
dead branches of trees and vines are gath- 
ered and they are burned, and Christ took 
this illustration in his spiritual work and I 
understand that if I do not obey Christ’s 
teachings and keep his golden rule, I shall be 
a little withered branch. G. B. 





An Acrostic from Ephesians. 


Grace be with all them that love our Lord Jesus 
Christ. vi., 24. 

Endeavoring to keep the unity of the spirit in the 
bond of peace. iv., 3. 

One God and Father of all who is above all and 
through all. iv., 6. 

Redeeming the time because the days are evil. v., 16, 

Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the 
Father. v., 20. 

Even when we were dead in sins hath quickened us 
together with Christ. ii., 5. 

Be ye therefore followers of God as dear children. y., 1, 

Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord. yv., 10, 

Let him that stole, steal no more but rather let him 
labor working with his hands the thing which is 
good. iv., 28. 

And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God. iv., 30. 

That he would grant you according to the riches of 
his glory. iii., 16. 

That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ the Father of 
glory may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and 
revelation in the knowledge of him. i., 17. 

Mt. Lebanon, N. Y. 
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DO BIRDS HAVE PHYSICIANS! 


Nancy G. DANFORTH. 





One day a little bird flew through the open 
window into the room where we were at work. 
In trying to get out again, it struck the win- 
dow with such force as to fall to the floor per- 
fectly stunned. We carried it out and 
placed it in front of the house where we 
could see if it revived. Presently another 
bird came and hopped around it, then going 
a short distance, would return as though 
seeking to induce it to fly; but all of no 
avail; the poor bird remained motionless. 
The well bird then went away, but soon re- 
turned with another bird. They both went 
directly to the little senseless bird and began 
to peck its head vigorously. This continued 
a few seconds, when the unfortunate bird 
seemed to recover, arose, and all three flew 
away, apparently quite happy. 

Canterbury, N. H. 


> 
> 





Purity, sincerity, obedience, and self-sur- 
render are the marble steps that lead into the 
spiritual temple.—Bradford. 
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Private devotion tends to improve the 
heart. 
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INVOCATION. 


00 BEKO 


CANTERBURY, N. E. 
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1.0 list, our Father, to our prayer, As humbly we draw near; 
2.0 maythy ho-ly spirit rest Up-on this chos-en few; 











“ = 
We ask thy strength the feet to guide, Thy love, which casts out fear. 
And giveus fer - ven-cy of heart, Thy per-fect will to do. 
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Take from usev’-ry worldly strife, And give ussav-ing power To 
We _=_—s ask thegift of wis - dom, The pre-ciousboonof love, The 
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cleanse the heart and bring the life To Thee hence-forth, for - ever. 
chain of spir - it un - ion Con-necting with worlds a - bove. 
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Books ank Paperca, 





Western HomeserkerR & Farmer, published 
by Van B. Wisker at Osceola, Mo., has for its spe- 
cial features, Agricultural experiences in many 
states by many writers. Notes from the Farm, 
Rancb and Garden and the undeveloped opportuni- 
ties in the Great South West. 

It records the progressive movements of the Age, 
has Home talks with the Old and Young, and 
among an abundance of other good and useful 
things, gives space for reviews and literary Notices. 


Tae Drirt or THE AGE. Pith of the Celebrated 
Dix Lenten Lecture. Published by the American 
News Co., N. Y 

It is refreshing to know that a witness for morality 
is able to come forward, as in this case, and warn 
the people of their danger. It may need all this and 
more to arouse those who are drifting carelessly 
along the downward way. 


THE PHRENOLOGICAL JOURNAL AND SCIENCE OF 
HeartH. Notable People of the Day; Intellectual 
and Moral Culture; A Note on the Pathology of 
Written Language; How Lavater Viewed Charac- 
ter; Funerals, Mourning Robes, etc. An Early Bird, 
or an Early Worm; Frederic of Germany; Summer 
Days at Wildermar; Nerves; Is an Exact Science 
of Human Health Possible? A Vegetarian Speaks; 
Common Superstitions as Preventives as cures; 
Child Culture; Mysteries of a Soda Fountain; 
Notes in Science, etc., etc. Fowler and Wells Co., 
775 Broadway, New York. 


JOURNAL OF HyGEI0-THERAPY. July. Contents. 
Principles of Hygeio-Therapy; Letters to Girls; 
The Convention; Dr. Gifford to Dr. Walter; Anti- 
Vaccination Department; Saturday Nights; Cell 
Life; The Voices; A Morning Talk, etc., etc: Dr. 
Gifford and Co., Kokoma, Ind. 


Hatz’s JourNaL or HeattH. June. Contents. 
The New World Language; Breathing Exercises; 
Mind Cure; A Dream Realized; Impianting Teeth ; 
Death of Emperor Frederic IIL., etc., etc. Office 
206 Broadway, N. Y. 


Norrn’s Musicat Journau. July. A Singer’s 
Promise; Wilkes-Barre Music Festival; Local Mu- 
sical News; Musical History; Wagner’s Theory of 
the Opera; Alice J- Shaw; The old fashioned Sing- 
ing School; Band and Orchestra Notes, etc., etc. 
F. A. North and Co., 1308 Chestnut St. Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 
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Tue Rev. G— M—, an old negro preacher 
living upon a plantation near Rochester, Ky., 
about twenty-five miles from Evansville, Ind., 
is creating considerable excitement among 
the negroes of that section by his claims to 
supernatural power and a revelation. He 
claims to be a licensed apostle of God. He 





declares that he daily converses with the an-— 
gel Gabriel, and that he has been delegated 
to lead all of his people back to their native 
land in the wilds of Africa, where they in| 
turn are to evangelize all of the savages of 
the Dark Continent. He says that the hour” 
for departure is near at hand, but the time 
has not been designated by the angel. The 
negroes are greatly excited, and though many 
are dubious as to these divine dispensations, 
they keep their doubts to themselves, as M— 
has always maintained a strong influence 
over them and his word has been law. What 
causes many to believe this modern Mahomet 
is the prophecy, remembered by the older” 
negroes, that he made concerning emancipa- 
tion. The fulfillment of that prophecy hag 
been the secret of his long influence over 
them, and the additional fact that he is said” 
to have prophesied the earthquakes last year, 
and the premonition of wonderful changes to 
be made in his race in the near future. Many 
of the negroes are getting themselves in” 
readiness for the proposed hegira under the | 
leadership of their prophet. M—is a negro” 
of large experience and considerable intelli- ~ 
gence.—R. P. Journal. : 





KIND WORDS. 

THE MANIFESTO published by the © 
‘United Societies,” at Canterbury, N. H.,4 
finds its way to our table occasionally. It} 
is full of Christian spirituality, and we wel-~ 
come it as we welcome the touch of a loving 
hand, and feel better within after having read” 
it. Our subscribers should send for a copy. 
— Western Homeseeker § Farmer. 


Deaths. 


Joanna Vining at Mt. Lebanon, N. ¥,7 
June 14, 1888. Age, 86 yrs. 5 mo. and if) 
days. 

In Memory of Sister JOANNA VINING. 

Our loving Sister pure and free, 

Now dwells in realms of light; 

As true, as truth itself, was she, 

To principles of right. * 

She bore the cross, now wears a crowly 

Her works have stood the test; ie 

Been weighed, and is not wanting found? 

Her peaceful soul is blest. 
Mt. Lebanon, N. Y. Hi. R. Agnew. 


Walter Vann, at the East Family, Ple 
ant Hill, Ky., July 4, 1888. Age 79 yrs. 3 
mo. and 27 days. 


























Williams & Clark Co’s High Grade 
Fertilisers 
Q\__ANMOVATED “BOVE sSorenraocraars 


No Fertilizer Selling at Same Price Shows as High Valuation. 
IT LEADS ALL OTHERS. 


POTATO PHOSPHATE. 


Contains all the Plant Food Necessary for a large crop of Potatoes. 


SPECIAL FERTILIZERS FOR ALL CROPS. 


Send for circular containing valuable 
hints forthe cultivation of all crops 
by successful growers, and descrip. 

tion of all our fertilizers. 


Principal Office: 
Cotton Exchange Building, N. Y. 


FOR SALE BY LOCAL AGENTS. 


JOHN P, STRAPTON' Reeser ce 


” CELEBRATED PATENT 

(June 7, 1887.) | 

Sublime Harmonic | 
“SILVER REED,” 


SOLO 
ACCORDEONS. 


| 
Regular Size. | 


GENERAL MUSIOAL MERCHANDISE, | 
| 4&9 Maiden Lane, New York. 


I ECREAM of all BOOKS of ADVENTURE, 
Condensed Into One V' | 
IONEER| TDARING 
BROES DEEDS. 
|The thrilling adventures of all the hero explorers 
d frontier fighters with Indians, outlaws and wild 
sts, over our whole count from the earliest 
es to the present. Lives and famous exploits of De- 
0 [> e, Standish, Boone, Kenton, rien & 
cket, B “> Houston, Carson, "Custer, Californ’ 
, Wild Bill, Buffalo "Bill, Generals Miles ron 
ook, reat Indian Chiefs, and scores of others. 
idly Kllustrated with 220 fine en- 
. AGENTS WANTED.  Low- 
ced, and beats anything to sell. 
me for ea allowed 15s, poy F 4 funds. 
OUT OF ORDER. 


ANET PUB. CO 
PHILADELPHIA, Pa. 

Tue Lire anp Gosret EXPERIENCE oF ee SEWING MACHINE G.ORANCE MASS. 

cen Ann LER. Price 10 ects. goes =~ 30 UNION SQUARE, Nx. - DALLAS, 

st Louis, mo. ATLANTA,GA. "SANFRANCISGD.S 

SHAKER ANTHEMS AND Hymns arranged for 


ne Worship. 
pp 16 Price 10 cts. to 


| Address, Manrresto, Shaker Village, N. H. 






































Tue Drvore Arritatvs: A force in His- 
Price 10 cts. 


ry. 
Address,Mantrssto, Sha ker Village, N. H. 
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Absolutely Pure. 


This powder never varies. A marvel of 
purity, strength and wholesomeness. More 
economical than the ordinary kinds, and 
cannot be sold in competition with the multi- 
tude of, low test, short weight, alum or phos- 
' phate powders. Sold only in cans. Royaw 
Baxine Powver Co., 106 Wall—st., N. Y. 





Bathing 
ONIVERSAL 


Knowlton’s Apparatus. 


Vapor and Water— 
fresh, salt, Mineral, 


Sina, we. 


BEST BATH EVER KNOWN 


For Families, Physicians, Army Men, 
Students, Miners, Itinerants, 


EVERYBODY. 





THE ALTRUIST 


Is a monthly paper, partly in Phonetic 
spelling, and devoted to common property, 
united labor, Community homes, and equal 
rights to all. It is published by the Mutual 
Aid Community, whose members all live and 
work together, and hold all their property in 
eommon, all the men and women having 
equal rights in electing officers and deciding 
all business affairs by their majority vote. 
50 cents a year; specimen copy free. Ad- 
dress A. Lonetzy, Editor, 213 N. 8th, st 
St. Louis, Mo. 





IML IXL EXE IXL IXL IXL 
WORDEN & HYATT'S 


7a consider the Worden & 
Bye IXL Its in eo ry + espect 
superior to anyethers known to 
us,—THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE. 


The Worden and Hyatt IX are 
the original fancy inks, and the 
only inks ever manufactured in a 

ull line of over 20 different colors. 


IXL IXL IXL XL IML IXL 


The extremely hich ices at 
L which the IXL inks have been sold 
[ suet since their 5 ‘reduction into 
co} has lL. :herto limited 
their use to most critical or what 
may be termed “ gilt-edged ” con- 
L sumers. It is proposed now to so 
reduce the prices as to make them 
accessible to the masses. 
L The Violet and Red are r-com- 
mended above all other inks frr 
Fountain Pen useasthey contain 
from & to 5O times less solid muat- 
ter than the best of other fountuin 
inks in general use. 


L It ma neg tere ecradiabin that any 
ink in wage Syne pg Fs actually 
containsas much solid matter in one 

L gallon as can be obtained by evap- 

L oxating the water from 50 eared. 
of the IXL Violet or Red. And 
yet the fact may be easily demon- 

strated by any one. This explains 
why 9 out of 100f all Fountain Pens 
ever sold have been abandoned as 
useless, or have done inferior 
service. 

The IXL Violet is also a good 

copying ink, and is warrant. d to 

preserve @ steel pen from rusting. 
PARTIAL PRICE-LIST. 


The reduced prices are as follows: 
— Red, 


k, and Blue in 14 
square stands, 15 cents ; ey 
[ 20 cents; ris. 30 cents ; ais. 
tome, Green, Scariet, B 








cts, 
Orange, Crimson, Solferino, ‘~~~ 
Photo Gold, Purple, Yellow, Bi 
marck, Manve and Pink, in 14 oz 
square stands, 20cents each. French 
copying, 60 cents per pint. 


i IXL (XL (XL IXL IXL IXL 
L General Agents. 


Conover, Powers & Co., Burlin 
St. Paut Boox & Sra. Co., St. 
age Morais, Sta. Co., Chicago, Il ; 

T. A. Ennis, Sra. Co., St. Louis, Mo. 
Des Moines, Ia. 





on, 
aul, Minn. 


R. 
Gero. * Waves & Co., 





Susronss | or SHAKERS AND SHAKERISM. 
A synopsis of Theology of the United Soci- 
ety of Believers in Christ's Second Appear- 
ing. By G. B. Avery. 

Price. 15 cts. 


Saker Music. Inspirational Hymns and 
Songs, illustrative of the Resurrection Life 
and Testimony of the Shakers. 

pp 250. Price $1.50 
Address, Maniresto, Shaker Village, N. H. 
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